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On behalf of the Academy of Tropical Agricultural Sciences Association (ATAS), I would like 
to welcome you to its annual conference-cum-exhibition (ICTA 2023). This is the flagship 
event of ATAS which is essential to ATAS to fulfill its Vision and Mission. It aims to provide a 
platform for experts both locally and internationally to share their views and expertise on 
tropical agriculture sciences related to the theme which is Malaysia being the Regional Hub 
for Food Production. 

The programme covers the production of proteins, complex carbohydrates, oils and fats and 
phytonutrients, fruits and vegetables in the context of nutritional requirements of the world 
population. The conference will include an exhibition of emerging advanced technologies 
related to digital agriculture and a competition of innovations in modern agriculture. A site 
visit will be organised on the third day (18 October 2023). This is going to be an exciting and 
useful event for corporations, researchers and entrepreneurs to participate. 

Looking forward to your support and involvement.

Yours sincerely

Academician Tan Sri Emeritus Prof. Datuk Dr. Augustine S.H. Ong
President, ATAS



2

ICTA 2023 is designed for those involved in the agriculture industry including the following:

ATAS was formed in 2021 with the following objectives which are to position 
Malaysia as the Hub of Tropical Agricultural Research, Food Production, 
Agri techno-innovation & entrepreneurship development; ensure success 
and sustainability of the ecosystem for Tropical Agriculture; promote 
food production to eliminate hard-core poverty in line with UN Sustainable 
Development Goals and increase food production for export to boost the country’s economy.

ATAS will work hand-in-hand, with strategic partners, in line with the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDG) and assist in formulating the National Agricultural 
Policy, Vision, Mission and Objectives. ATAS will exist in two forms:

(1) the virtual ATAS Online, and

(2)  the physical platform, the ICTA series, the International Conference on Tropical 
Agriculture.

Members of ATAS are made up of agricultural researchers, scientists, academics, 
entrepreneurs, practitioners, farmers, members of agricultural NGOs and relevant parties 
that are involved directly or indirectly with tropical agriculture in all aspects.

ATAS has partnered with Taylor’s University, MARDI, CIRAD, IKMa, Thought for Food 
and Impact Circle for collaboration in research, use of smart technology in agricultural 
development and food production, promoting the interests of stakeholders, entrepreneurs 
and farmers in the supply chain and working together to effect climate change for the better 
of mankind.
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND ICTA 2023

ABOUT ATAS

• Corporate Leaders

• Scientists and Technologists

• Financiers, Analysts and Investors

• Economists and Policy Makers

• Academics and R&D Personnel

• Government Agencies

• Agriculturists

• Researchers

• Environmental and Social NGOs

• Solution providers

• Entrepreneurs

• State corporations



Co-operative Institute of Malaysia (CIM), previously known as the Co-
operative College of Malaysia (CCM) is the only cooperative training 
center in the country. Upon its inception in 1956, it was funded by 
the Colonial and Development Fund, while the government has 
provided a tremendous contribution to encourage the development 
of CIM as a whole. In 1968, CIM has been recognized as a statutory 
body by an Act of the Cooperative College (Incorporation) Act 1968, as approved by 
Parliament on 11 September 1968. In accordance with the passage of time, the Parliament 
passed the Co-operative College (Incorporation) Act 1968 (Amendment 2019) [Act A1598] 
which came into effect on 5 May 2019 was to streamline the governance of CIM in order to 
plan and carry out innovative and creative programs to support the development of the  
cooperative movement.

CIM has been placed under several ministries including the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Ministry of Land and Cooperative Development. In 2009, CIM was placed under the Ministry 
of Domestic Trade, Cooperatives and Consumer Affairs. Now CIM is placed under the Ministry 
of Entrepreneur Development (MED). The Co-operative College Act (Incorporation) Act 1968 
(Amendment) Act 2011 [Act A1398] has recognised CIM as an institution which functions to 
establish and expand cooperative training and education in the country. 

The functions of CIM are:
a) Provides courses in the field of cooperatives & awarding of diplomas.
b) Printing and publishing in the field of cooperatives.
c) Equal effort with institutes of higher education/professional bodies inside and outside of  
 the country to run cooperative courses.
d) Field Research Cooperatives.
e) Consulting services cooperatives.
f) Advise the Ministry of Entrepreneur Development Minister.

ABOUT IKMa (Institut Koperasi Malaysia)

Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute (MARDI) was 
established on October 1969 with mandate to strengthening agricultural 
productivity and sustainability through generating and promoting new 
technologies towards the advancement of the food production and transfer 
modern, efficient and cost-effective technologies to the stakeholders. MARDI 
also provides technical services and consultancies and offers collaborations 
and licensing arrangements for the commercialisation of research results. From farm to 
table, MARDI continues to seek new ways to unlock innovative technologies and product to 
transform agriculture and agrofood industry to become more sustainable and competitive.

ABOUT MARDI

4



CIRAD is the French agricultural research and cooperation 
organization working for the sustainable development of 
tropical and Mediterranean regions. CIRAD (French Agricultural 
Research Centre for International Development) works with its 
partners to build knowledge and solutions and invent resilient 
farming systems for a more sustainable and inclusive world. It mobilizes science, innovation 
and training in order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. Its expertise supports 
the entire range of stakeholders, from producers to public policymakers, to foster biodiversity 
protection, agro-ecological transitions, food system sustainability, health (of plants, animals 
and ecosystems), sustainable development of rural territories, and their resilience to  
climate change. 

CIRAD was founded in 1984 as a public establishment (EPIC – Public Industrial and Commercial 
Establishment), following a merger of French tropical agricultural research organizations and 
is under the joint authority of the Ministry of Higher Education, Research and Innovation and 
the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs. As such, it supports French science diplomacy 
operations. CIRAD works in some fifty countries on every continent, thanks to the expertise 
of its 1650 staff members, including 1140 scientists and supported by a global network of 
some 200 partners.

ABOUT CIRAD

Taylor’s University, founded in 1969, is one of Malaysia’s 
most successful and reputable private higher education 
institutions. It is a modern and progressive university, well 
respected in Malaysia and often considered a benchmark 
for other private higher education providers. It offers a 
comprehensive range of programmes from pre-university, undergraduate degrees to 
postgraduate degree programmes. The Taylor’s Lakeside Campus is an integration of the 
philosophy and pillars of education with the architectural designs that takes into account the 
environment and community. The picturesque new Taylor’s Lakeside Campus will provide 
all the right conditions and milieu for a vibrant exchange between academic, commercial, 
social and leisure activities.

Relevant Courses:
• Bachelor of Food Science (Honours)
• Master of Science
• Doctor of Philosophy in Science
• Bachelor of Biotechnology (Honours)
• Bachelor of Biomedical Science (Honours)

ABOUT TAYLOR’S UNIVERSITY
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IMPACT CIRCLE is an independent social and Agri-FoodTech 
multiplier. Impact Circle provides an integrated platform to 
support AgriFoodTech companies and startups, build and co-
create food and agricultural solutions to transform our existing 
food systems, improve food security, reduce our environmental 
impact for healthy living, and sustain our planet Earth.

Impact Circle connects investment and powers collaborations within the food ecosystem 
and supply chain to support Agri-FoodTech innovators, farmers, investors, policymakers, 
regulators, researchers, industry bodies, and the general public to catalyse profitable 
innovation, expand sustainability and environmental awareness, and bring greater 
impact on food and nutrition security as well as for youth and women’s entrepreneurship 
development.

Impact Circle is rooted in the belief that we all have an inherent responsibility to make a 
meaningful difference to foster a transformational and impactful innovative ecosystem that 
is pivotal for systematically rejuvenating the agrifood sector, reducing youth unemployment, 
empowering the community, and creating new jobs and ventures along the value chain. It 
includes access to funding, nurturing start-ups, business incubators, the seed supply chain, 
access to data and communication, technologies, and skill development.

Impact Circle is mandated to Shake Up the Food System and Power For Impact.
Find out more about Impact Circle via www.myimpactcircle.org

ABOUT IMPACT CIRCLE
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M O D U L E  1 :  O I L S ,  FAT S  A N D  
P H Y TO N U T R I E N T S

CHAIRPERSON:

DR RAJANAIDU NOOKIAH

Oil palm, rubber, cocoa and coconut are perennial tree crops which contribute to the 
economy of Malaysia significantly. Covid-19 had shown the importance of palm oil for the 
world vegetable oil market.

While the large plantation companies have their own research and advisory services, small-
holders need special assistance to compete in the international market. With the rising cost 
of fertilizers and scarcity workers, there is a need for new technologies to attract young 
entrepreneurs.

The use of exoskeleton technology, ai, robotics and drones to carry heavy loads such as oil 
palm bunches, harvesting, fertilizer application, loose fruit collection etc.

There is an urgent need to improve the productivity and income of small-holders. Formation 
of cooperatives by small-holders will improve the economy of scale. The full use of inter-
cropping between inter rows of oil palm and rubber will enhance the productivity of the 
land. Crops such as pineapple, water-melon and vegetables have been cultivated rather 
successfully.



M O D U L E  2 :  A N I M A L  A N D  
AQ UAT I C  P R OT E I N S

CHAIRPERSONS: 

YBHG DATIN PADUKA SETIA DATO’  
DR AINI IDERIS

YBHG PROF DATO’  
DR AILEEN TAN SHAU HWAI

Current estimates predict that we will require ~70% more food than is currently produced 
and as incomes rise, individuals are moving toward more energy dense diets that often 
include more protein. Dietary proteins are important nutrients and are classified into animal 
proteins (meat, fish, poultry, eggs and dairy), and plant proteins. There is also an increasing 
demand on aquatic foods. 

The livestock industry worldwide comprises ruminants and non-ruminants. The ruminant 
sector which consists of beef and dairy cattle, dairy buffaloes, sheep, and goats are still 
raised in small-scale in many Asian countries. Malaysia for example, produces only 29 per 
cent of its ruminant needs, with imports making up the rest. However, the ruminant sub-
sector is vital in the agriculture sector as one of the protein sources besides poultry and fish. 
Food security has become a crucial issue in meat production.

The tremendous growth of the poultry sector in Malaysia, on the other hand, has been 
largely propelled by the private sector. It has evolved into a progressive, organized and 
developed industry with an annual production of eggs and meat valued between MYR1.78 
billion to MYR6.03 billion annually. 

Aquatic food play an important role in global food provision, accounting for about 20 percent 
of animal protein and 6.7 percent of all protein consumed by humans globally. 

The topics related to the importance of diversified dietary protein sources for food security 
will be covered by eminent speakers in this session and would provide a glimpse of the 
exciting future using innovative technologies. 
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M O D U L E  3 :  CO M P L E X  C A R B O H Y D R AT E S

CHAIRPERSON: 

ASSOC PROF DR MAH SIAU HUI

Complex Carbohydrates are essential for human body as the main source of energy and 
comprise sugars, starches, and dietary fiber that are commonly found in plant foods and 
dairy products. The recommended intake of carbohydrates per day is 45-65% based on the 
total calories, depending on the body size, daily activity level and blood sugar control. Our 
body breaks down the carbohydrates into glucose, which is the primary energy source for 
the brain and muscles. Foods with high amount of carbohydrates include bread, beans, 
cereals, potatoes, rice, and sago. 

Different types of carbohydrates, monosaccharides, disaccharides, and polysaccharides 
are formed from the combination of polymers. Monosaccharides are single unit sugar with 
the examples of glucose, galactose (milk and dairy products), and fructose (vegetable and 
fruits) while disaccharides are made up of two sugar molecules such as lactose (milk) and 
sucrose (table sugar). Polysaccharides comprise more sugars and may consist of hundreds 
or thousands of monosaccharides. Polysaccharides act as food stores for plants and animals 
and the examples include glycogen (stored energy in liver and muscles), starches (wheat, 
potatoes, and rice) and cellulose (structural components of plants).
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M O D U L E  4 :  F R U I T S  &  V E G E TA B L E S

CHAIRPERSON: 

MR HENRY FU HWA MENG

Fruits and Vegetables are essential components for a healthy diet. According to the latest 
data from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the world 
produced 1,837 million tons of fruits and vegetables in 2019, i.e. 0.8% more than in the 
previous year but slightly less than two years before, which shows that production has 
stabilized.

The Ministry of Agriculture & Food Industries (MAFI), Malaysia, has formulated the National 
AgroFood Policy 2021-2030 (NAP 2.0) since last year with the overall Policy Statement :-

“A sustainable, resilient and technology-driven agrofood sector that prioritizes food security 
and nutrition while driving economic growth and enhancing the wellbeing of the people”.

A total of 5 Key Policy Thrusts and 4 Key Subsectors which are considered to be the pre-
requisites to food security has been identified to support the overall policy framework and 
agrofood sector development for the 10-year period from 2021 – 2030.

One of the 4 Key Sub-sectors identified was the Fruits & Vegetables Subsector.  The fruits 
and vegetables strategies in NAP 2.0 will focus on:

• Boosting production volume
• Improving Self-sufficiency levels
• Higher export value
• Enhance efficiency of land use, and
• Improving the livelihood and income levels of the fruits and vegetables  producers 

for the next 10 years.

With the adoption and implementation of the above Agrofood modernization approach, it 
will augur well and will be partly instrumental for safeguarding the future of National Food 
Security in Malaysia.
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Name of Account: Persatuan Akademi 
Sains Pertanian Tropika (ATAS)
Reference: ICTA2023
Account Number: 564191582178
Name of Bank: Malayan Banking Berhad
Address of Bank: Maybank,  
Damansara Utama

ICTA2023 Secretariat
C-3A-10, 4th Floor, Block C, Damansara Intan, 
47400 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia.
Tel: +603-7118 2064 / 2066
E-mail: atas.exco@gmail.com
(Contact Person: Mr. Azman Ismail)

Registration Conditions
a. Use a separate form for each participant. Photocopies of this Form can also be used. Payments can be combined for 

more than one participant when forms are sent in together.
b. Registration is not official and complete until full payment is received by the ICTA2023 Secretariat. Confirmation of 

registration will be issued upon receipt of full payment.

Cheque / Banker’s Draft made payable to “Persatuan Akademi Sains Pertanian Tropika (ATAS)”

Payment by Telegraph Transfer to ‘ATAS’ Account
(Please attach the advice slip of the remittance if paid by telegraphic transfer)

Payment and Registration online 

Technical Tour to MARDI

Tour to Sekinchan Paddy Field and Sky Mirror

2. REGISTRATION FEE

3. MODE OF PAYMENT

4. ICTA2023 Post-conference Tour

1. PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION

Full Name :     

Title :   Designation :

Organisation : 

Address :

Email : 

Tel :  Fax  :

(Please underline last name) 

(Mr/Ms/Dr/Prof/others)

For office use only:

Date  ______ /______/_______ 

Amount :  _____________________

OR No :  _____________________ 

Reg. No : _____________________

Online Participants

Physical Participants

Early Bird (Before 1 Oct 2023)

ATAS Member 

MYR400 (USD100) 

MYR800

ATAS Member 

MYR600 (USD150) 

MYR1,000

Non-Member 

MYR600 (USD150) 

MYR1,000

Non-Member 

MYR800 (USD180) 

MYR1,200

After Early Bird (After 1 Oct 2023)

......................................................................
Date

......................................................................
Signature

I C TA  2 02 3  CO N F E R E N C E 
R E G I S T R AT I O N  F O R M



I N N OVAT I V E  U R B A N  FA R M I N G 
CO M P E T I T I O N  2 02 3

Presently, we are facing a new wave of price hikes of imported raw materials. Although the market 
has predicted that it is not going to be permanent, but it is still ongoing. This affects many types 
of businesses. One of the biggest impacts is the agriculture sector – feed for poultry farming, crop 
production, fertilisers and many more. This will result in a chain reaction to all food and beverage 
businesses. 
The primary aim of this competition is to create an opportunity to encourage Malaysians to help 
at least in reducing the cost of food and innovate for better health. Therefore, an innovation in 
agri-foodtech – the first important step is to create a solution to a problem. Participation in this 
competition will bring about the innovation to a higher platform which will benefit many small 
communities in Malaysia.

REGISTRATION FEES

PRIZES IMPORTANT DATES

OPEN CATEGORY
Fee: RM 300 

(open to all Malaysian  
and international participants)

AgriFoodTech Companies or public.
Legally registered entity.

Local or international.

OPEN CATEGORY
Gold: Trophy and certificate
Silver: Trophy and certificate

Bronze: Trophy and certificate
Consolation: Certificate

Student Category (Age 15-24 years old)
 Fee: FREE

Undergraduate and graduate students of registered institutions 
of higher learning, including Universities, University Colleges, 

Colleges, Vocational & Technical College.
Local or International.

Eligible to qualify for 50% discount off ICTA 2023  
annual conference fee.

Student Category
Gold: Trophy and certificate
Silver: Trophy and certificate

Bronze: Trophy and certificate
Consolation: Certificate

The 1st placed Winner and Runner-Ups will be awarded with 
trophies and certificates and they will also be included as 
members in the Southeast Asia Impact Venture Network – a key 
networking platform for Agrifoodtech companies of all levels 
seeking connections, investment partners and collaborations 
within the Food and Agricultural ecosystems and supply chains.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 15 SEPTEMBER 2023
POSTER SETTING UP: 16 OCTOBER 2023
PRIZE GIVING DATE: 17 OCTOBER 2023
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Presentation by poster with guidelines as follows:

• The poster should be of A1 size (59.4 cm x 84.1 cm)
• The poster can be clearly viewed and read from a 

distance of approx.1 meter.
• At the top portion of the poster, to indicate the title of 

the project and the names of authors and organisations.
• Include the following description on your display: 
 - objectives of the study
 - key results
 - discussion
 - acknowledgements and references

• Graphic illustrations such as figures, concise tables and 
photographs which are considered essential or integral 
by the authors should be included.

• Use tack-and-stick reuseable adhesive, mounting tabs 
or tape to affix your poster onto the board provided.

• Authors are required to be present at their poster board 
during the scheduled times to respond to questions 
and comments by the judges.

• Each poster will be displayed for the whole two days of 
the programme. Poster viewing and informal discussion 
will take place during morning and afternoon breaks as 
well as during the lunch break.



Cheque / Banker’s Draft made payable to “Persatuan Akademi Sains Pertanian Tropika (ATAS)”

Payment by Telegraph Transfer to ‘ATAS’ Account
(Please attach the advice slip)

MODE OF PAYMENT

REGISTRATION FORM

Full Name (team leader): 

Title :  Designation :

Organisation : 

Address :

Email :

Tel : Fax  :

(Please underline last name) 

(Mr/Ms/Dr/Prof/others)

Category

Open

Student

Fees
MYR300

FREE

Name of Account: Persatuan Akademi 
Sains Pertanian Tropika (ATAS)
Reference: IUFC2023
Account Number: 564191582178
Name of Bank: Malayan Banking Berhad
Address of Bank: Maybank, 
Damansara Utama

ICTA2023 Secretariat c/o ATAS
C-3A-10, 4th Floor, Block C, Damansara Intan,
47400 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia
Tel: +603-71182064 / 2066
E-mail: atas.exco@gmail.com
(Contact Person: Azman Ismail)
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I N N OVAT I V E  U R B A N  FA R M I N G 
CO M P E T I T I O N  2 02 3
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A B O U T  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  CO N F E R E N C E  O N 
T R O P I C A L  AG R I C U LT U R E  ( I C TA )  E X H I B I T I O N

International Conference on Tropical Agriculture was launched in 2021 concurrently with 
an exhibition. The event is designed to offer agriculturist and industry players both within 
and outside Malaysia a platform to promote business development by showcasing the latest 
technological products and process equipment and services to industry decision makers.

STANDARD SHELL SCHEME (9sqm)

BOOTH PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• One (1) ticket to ICTA Conference
• One (1) lunch and refreshments
• One (1) Dinner Ticket

SHELL SCHEME PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• I Unit Information Counter
• 2 Units Folding Chairs
• 1 Set Company Name and Booth Number
• 1 Unit Waste Basket
• 2 Units Florescent Lights
• 1 Unit 13 amp power point

LOCAL

MYR3,000

MYR4,000

PHYSICAL EXHIBITION

ATAS Member

Non-Member

OVERSEAS

USD   800

USD1,000

CO S T  O F  E X H I B I T I N G
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TAYLOR’S UNIVERSITY GRAND HALL
Please complete in BLOCK LETTERS. This form may be duplicated.

We hereby make application for exhibit booth(s) as follows:

Full Name:     

Title :   Designation :

Organisation : 

Address :

Email : 

Tel :  Fax  :

The company is required to submit one page of the company profile for our record.The company is required to submit one page of the company profile for our record.

For enquiries, please contact:

(Please underline last name) 

(Mr/Ms/Dr/Prof/others)

E X H I B I T I O N  B O O K I N G  F O R M
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ICTA2023 Secretariat c/o ATAS
C-3A-10, 4th Floor, Block C, Damansara Intan, 
47400 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia
Tel: +603-71182064 / 2066
E-mail: atas.exco@gmail.com
(Contact Person: Azman Ismail)



M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C AT I O N  
–  L I F E  M E M B E R

ACADEMY OF TROPICAL AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES ASSOCIATION (ATAS)
PERSATUAN AKADEMI SAINS PERTANIAN TROPIKA  Reg. No.: PPM-003-10-23082021

C3A-10, 4TH FLOOR, BLOCK C, NO.1, JALAN SS 20/27, DAMANSARA INTAN,
47400 PETALING JAYA, SELANGOR DARUL EHSAN, MALAYSIA.

TEL: 03-71182066 / 64     EMAIL: atas.exco@gmail.com

Section B – Membership Fee and Payment  

Name (in full)

I.C. No. 

Address

Telephone

Handphone

Email

Gender    Female   Male

Marital status

Academic Qualification

Occupation

Company Name

Position

Field of Interest

By signing and submitting this application, I hereby agree to abide to all Rules & Regulations and Code of 
Ethics as laid out by ATAS. I also consent ATAS to use all information submitted as deemed appropriate.

Signature of Applicant:  

Date:

For Office Use Only

 Date Received  Amount Received Mode Cash / Cheque / TT / Others

 Receipt No.  Membership No. Approval By                             Date

Section A – Particulars of Applicant

 Life Membership Entrance fees MYR100: One-time Subscription fees MYR400 = Total MYR500
 CHEQUE of MYR ________________ Payable to: Persatuan Akademi Sains Pertanian Tropika (ATAS) 
 CASH
 ONLINE TRANSFER TO:  1. Bank Name: MAYBANK
  2. Bank Payee Name: PERSATUAN AKADEMI SAINS PERTANIAN TROPIKA (ATAS)
  3. Account Number: 564191582178
  4. Please Email Proof of Payment to atas.exco@gmail.com


